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Wine: Stories from the 
OREGON WINE COUNTRY

PART TWO   

Five Days of Dining and Tasting—Plenty of Cheer to Go ‘round 
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The Six Sub-districts AVA’s  
within Willamette Valley
1. Chehalem Mountains AVA—(instituted 2008)
2. Dundee Hills AVA—the largest district in terms of acreage planted and  
cases produced.
3. Eola-Amity Hills AVA—Yes, Eola is a tribute to the windy conditions in the 
area, and is derived from Aeolus, the Greek god of wind.
4. McMinnville AVA  
accommodations. Visit the Blue Moon Café on Sunday—doing the time warp again.
5. Ribbon Ridge AVA—located between Newberg and Gaston. 
6. The Yamhill-Carlton District AVA—established in 2005, lies close to the 
coastal range; designation requires this appellation to be from grapes grown at 
altitudes of 200-1000 feet.

Places To Stay
The Orenco Hotel—boutique accommodations on the edge of the wine country. 
1457 NE Orenco Station Parkway, Hillsboro Oregon USA.

The Hotel Oregon—an historical marker suggests this is what the real deal was 
like a century or more ago. Visit its rooftop bar and patio. 310 N.E. Evans Street 
McMinnville, OR 97128 | 503.472.8427. 

The Black Walnut Inn—Top of the line Italian-style villa in Dundee Hills.  
Gorgeous hospitality amid the Pinot Noir vines. One of the two best places I stayed  
in the wine country. 9600 NE Worden Hill Road, Dundee, OR, 97115 | 503.538.8663

A Tuscan Estate—A bed and breakfast that is non-pariel. Jacques and Liz  
 

day in the vineyards; the other best place I stayed. 803 NE Evans Street.  
McMinnville, OR 97128 | 800.441.2214.

The Governor Hotel—a marriage of two buildings from 1909 and 1928. A landmark  
establishment in downtown Portland Good service; 614 SW 11th Avenue,  
Portland, OR 97205

The Heathman—an art deco treasure. If you’re unable to lodge here, at least 
enjoy the ambience in its splendid art deco lounge and bar. Take high tea here. 
1001 SW Broadway at Salmon, Portland, OR 97205.

Let’s Eat
The greater Portland metro area exceeds 2.2 million people. All of them are  
hungry and few cities in the country express better the American culinary  
evolution of the past 40 years than Portland. It is contained within the  
Willamette Valley, so it is near fresh produce and viands. It is also replete  
with microbreweries. Here are some of my favorite places, to which I make an 
effort to return each voyage.

The Bistro—100A SW Seventh Street, Dundee, OR 97115
Clyde Common—1014 Southwest Stark Street Portland, OR 97205
Jake’s Grill—(located in the Governor Hotel) 611 Southwest 10th Avenue  
Portland, OR 97205

—(SW 12th at SW Stark) Portland
Thirst Bistro—0315 SW Montgomery Street | Portland, Oregon 97201 | 503.295.2747
M Paley’s Place—1204 Northwest 21st Avenue Portland, OR 97209
Tina’s Restaurant—760 Oregon 99W Dundee, OR 97115 | 503.538.8880
Thistle—228 Northeast Evans Street McMinnville, OR 97128 | 503.472.9623
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